FUNDING POLICY

Currently the government offers ’30 hours free/funded childcare’ a week for 38 weeks per
year, for 3- and 4-year-olds. (also 2 year olds should you qualify). These weeks are split into
3 terms, always differing in length and usually a few days short of a full school year.

The 30 hours are made up of 15 universal funded hours that all 3- and 4-year-olds are
already entitled to claim the term after their 3™ birthday. In addition to this, parents are
able to claim a further 15 extended funded hours providing they meet the terms and
conditions of eligibility. These hours can be split between a maximum of two settings.

Further information is available at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/.

Please note, certain benefits will affect claiming funded hours.

If your child is here part time and you want to increase your days to enable you to claim the
full 30 hours, it would depend on availability and ratios at that time. We cannot guarantee
that we will have the full 30 hours available.

Although most of the publicity refers to ‘30 hours’ free childcare’, as of April 2023, our local
authority will only fund the 30 hours at a rate which is somewhat less than our current
hourly rate. At this moment in time we do not know what the funding rate will be from
April 2024, we're usually told mid- March if it’s increasing. To be able to claim the payments
on your behalf, we also have to comply with certain criteria, one of which is that we are not
allowed to ask for a ‘top-up’ to our normal hourly rate.

Please note, offering funding in our setting is completely voluntary and at our discretion.
Funding from the local council is purely for the education of your child. To enable us to offer
these hours and keep our business viable, we will ask for a consumable contribution from
each funded child. Currently this will equate to £1 per session (subject to change) for every
funded session claimed. This goes towards the cost of food, consumables (INCLUDE). It will
help towards maintaining a successful and quality business whilst still giving you, the
parent/carer a highly discounted rate on some if not all your required hours.



Set out below is the proposed timetable for the new introduction of funded hours. This of
course is subject to change. Please note, you can claim for funded hours the term after the
child’s relevant birthday.
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This policy will be reviewed on a regular basis and is subject to change.




